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( " ERISTIAN' Reader, t ſuch thou Ach. 
= | daily obſeryation of the judgments, mer- 
cies, and providences « of God, is very eſtabliſhing 
to faith; becauſe God has promiſed that his hand 
4. ſhall be known towards his ſervants,” "and his ins 
dignatian towards his enemies (a). It is likewiſe 
2 ſufficient proof c of the authenticity of ſcripture; * 
becauſe, on the one hand, we daily ſee God's 
judgments on the wicked brought to light, as 
his daily goodneſs ; appears conſpicuous on the 
| righteous; therefore we are commandel to be- 
hold he,  gaodneſs ang ſeverity of God 6). Tam 
| fully perſuaded that the whole train of events _ 
were laid in the ſecret counſel of God from all 
eternity, and were by the Holy Ghoſt made 
known to God's eminent ſervant; and that n 


e wheel of Tune turns * its 2 8 and 


(a) 25 5 14. 00 Rom. xi. 22, , 
A 2 COP blinks | 
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: blanks as faſt as it rolls. ad will, an the © FI 
1 my/tery of God is finiſhed, as he hath declared to 
his ſervants the propliets (a). "Comparing viſible 
facts with God's word, and tracing them up to 
God, their firſt cauſe, is ſweet employment for 
„ #ſpiritual mind, and an excellent antidote againſt. | 

_ vanity. He that will obſerve theſe things, even he 

_ Hall under tand the loving - kindneſs of the Lord (b). 

dat as 2 reproach upon Ifrael, that they 

| foon forgot | his works; and thoſe who confider | 
wot the operation of his hands, he will c deftroy, and 

. wat build them up . | A: watchful eye on the | 

= My Hand of. God 1 is a great. enemy to unbelief: even 

ol... Thomas bimſelf, though he gave the teſtimony - 
3 ten men the lie, yet, he credited what he 

aw yea, even the murderers, of the Saviour, 

when they ſaw the whole frame of nature con- 

1 We ſaid, © 1 Lk this 29 the So 4 God. 


[V7 


FO 5 | 

- REY odd, aeg a Ne teflon PP the Rag | 

n of God appearing. ſo wifible'on him, was brought 

1 confeſs, that goodneſs and mercy had follow- - 

2 ed, him all his days; and good old Jacob on bis 
a owned, that God had fed him all his 
Wo Tong, and redeemed him from all evil.” 
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To THE "READER! bs * 5 


rials and Aiffic culties have 2 tendency to lead 
us into this heavenly art of watchfulneſs. In ; 
; deep poverty the kind providence of God ap- 


pears; in perſecutions his Judgments on the 
wicked ſhow themſelves; and in ſoul diſtreſſes, 
his ſupporting, fin-ſubduing, and ſoul-comfort- 


ing grace is made manifeſt. - Thus the poor 5 
ib in her poverty ſees the ſpring of kind | 


Providence in her cruſe of oil (a); and David, 


in tis ſoul's deep diſtreſs, found God's wonder - 
ful grace bringing him out of the pit, and eſta- 
bliſhing his feet on the rock: perſecuted Iſrael, 


too, at the Red Sea, e deſtruction ride in 
: 1 


A hinten 4 is not in ths right element if TA 
eye | is taken from the hand, or handy-works, of 


God. If a perſon i in diſtreſs bas no eye to God, 
he has work enough to bear up under it; anc 


2 that ſoul who has no eye to God in proſperity, 


robs him daily of his tribute of praiſe, and. goes = 
the readieft way to cloſe the bountiful hand of 
his Maker, by burying his mercies in oblivion.” 5 


Unwatchfulneſs, ingratitude and covetouſneſs, 
are . to entail a curſe. upon all our tem- 
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OP THE. READER... 
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8 poral mercies; and he that boaſts of his wiſdom, 


! brought to his ſenſes, then he owned 
. High GE 


(4 


71 muſt 8 I have too Frequendly,” toe God's 


Sf Minor, and my own ſoul's diſcomfort, been 
off my. watch- tower; 3; but the few obſerxa- 
tions I have made of his providence | have loudly 
proc 5 imed his tender and parental care both, 
os for me and for my family; and the Judgments, 
0 which I have foen 2 Juſt God inflict © 'on his Ene- 
mies, have as loudly proclaimed) his, diſcriminat- | 


ing grace, and terrible majefty ; ;, while my own 


weakneſſes, and imperfections, have as fweetly 1 


inſtructed me in his long forbearance, mercy, 
fküthfulneſs, and ae og... in Chriſt 


Jeſus. 15 
5 (s) Kab. 1 16. 
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prudence, and. induſtry, is faid to > ſacrifice to his, - 
cum met, and burn incenſe. to his own drag (a) 
| This is not acting like a Chriſtian, but like the | 
King of Babylon, who walked in his palace, | 

| boaſting of his majeſty, honour, and buildings, | 
till the thundering voice of God from heaven | 
Knocked him from the pinnacle, and levelled 
him with the brute creation, even until ſeven, | 
years rolled over his head; and when he Was 
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3 
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To THE READER. | vil 


1 ould moſt earneſtly wiſh to write a little | 
Has on each of theſe three ſubjects, if the 
Moſt High ſhould ſpare my life ; but at preſent. 

li intend chiefly to treat—of the judgments of God, 
1 which I have known him to inflict on perſecutots, 
YT who have oppoſed me—the moſt unworthy in- 
ſtrument he ever made uſe of in his vineyard; - 
but 205 the g grace of God I am what I. _ 
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If my rea 15 85 an oppoſer 6 ihe - Gofpet G 
5 bleſs it as a caution; and, if a Chriftian in- 
deed, mercy may appear the ſweeter. Let us 
fing then of mercy and of judgment : but mercy | 
ſtands firſt ; therefore we muſt fing of ON in 


the . A 


1 fhould not he Sos this Wel account cf 
God's Judgments abroad into the world, if the 
word of God had forbidden it. But when God 
| raiſed up Pharaoh as a butt for his vengeance, it- ©_ 
= wa that his name, as a God of juſtice, as well as 
of mercy, might be proclaimed throughaut the 
earth; and. indeed the Acts of the Apoſtles 
abound with accounts of God's judgments; nor 
ſhould I have hinted at the names of the per- 
ſons on W theſe judgments fell, had not the 
ER dien c 
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_ To THE: READER. 


ſeripture e! me of Paſhür, 8 
Sceva the Jew, Sapphira, Herod, Elymas the 
ſorcerer, &c. all diſtinguiſhed by both their 
actions and names. Therefore we ought to 
| behold the works of God, in order that we may 
declare amongſt the people his doings, and to ſay 


7 with the holy man of God, that which is with 


the Almi ghty, will I not conceal. God may bleſs 
this awful account to ſome poor ſoul, who is at 


war with his Maker; if fo, I ſhall have my re- 
| Ward. May the Lord of his inſinite mercy We | 
ö BS. ſucceſs ; in all the nets we may . ; 


- Reader, fare thee well. 
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＋ was at 2x” ja upon n Thames in 7 whers 
God was pleaſed to convince me effectually  - 


ment of God to which I was expoſed: his heavy 


hand made my ſpirit ſtoop, and the agonies of my 


ſoul appeared in many a gloomy ſhade on my fallen 
countenance, inſomuch that my fellow · workmen 
could eaſily perceive it; while the terrors of God 


| appearing, in battle array againſt me, prohibited me 
from joining them in their vain and filthy converſation, 


g or aſſembling with them in public-houſes. This 
ſet me up as a mark, or ſubjected me to all their 


oaths and malice. But one man in particular mas 85 


| rered weh Viſpbemics, that I have been obliged to 


PE, 


„ 


„ 


of the evil of ſin, and of the dreadful judg- 8 
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THE NAKED BOW OF GOD. 


| = the nurſery, and wander in the fields like 7 & 


pelican of the wilderneſs, or an owl of the deſert ; 


| and this at a time when I had a family to maintain 
on the ſcanty pittance of eight ſhillings per week, 


two of which I paid for a ready furniſhed lodging; 


therefore could ill afford to loſe time, in wandering 
in this ſolitary way: but that ſame man, ſome time 


after, fell ſicx; and as God had delivered my ſoul 


out of trouble, I was determined to viſit bim, Which 


I accordingly did; and as. ſoon as 1 ſaw him, this 


noble champion for Satan's cauſe was diffolved into 
many tears at the ſight of that man on whoſe. head 
he had formerly ſhowered ſo many heavy curſes. 
I ſtood aſtoniſhed to ſee a perſon ſo depreſſed, and 
bowed down under the heart<felt dart of all: *conquer= 
ing and triumphant Death, who in his health could 


boaſt of his ſtrength, of his valour, of his exceſſes, 


and of his diſdain of all thoughts of God and of 
| futurity. 1 aſked him if I ſhould pray for him; he 
| wept. and ſaid, Yes. I did ſo; but the anſwer flowed 


into my own boſom; for before I departed; he 


5 . kürked the limb of his own body, where he ſaw that 
EPR Death had made his firſt attack ; and ſoon. after he 
Cloe his eyes in forrow,—His ame was Coftar. 


Thus are the wicked cut down as the mown graſs; 


Bi 1 . under the burning i. ite of God, 1 wither * 
5 the green herb. ry | 


From Kingſton 1 went to live at Seb i in Mid- 


deter. 855 ack wow and 83 went | 
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"Wap: with me. I had often ignorantly confelied wt 
with my lips that I was tied and bound with the 
chain of my fin;” and had prayed (without the heart) 
the pitifulneſs of God's great mercy to looſe me * 
But now I was ſenfibly acquainted with the import 
of thoſe words, and alſo that other part of the Church 
ſervice, & Deliver me from the crafts and aſſaults of 
the devil, from thy wrath and everlaſting damnation.” 
Theſe were the groaning petitions of my burthened 
heart. Having waded through that ſummer, and 
the winter before it, in theſe. perilous. depths of re- 
_ vealed wrath, the family FE: ſerved went to London, 2 
and left a woman, one of the baſer ſort, to keep the 8 
5 5 She ſoon perceived the ſorrow of my mind. 
and the tender regard I paid. to holineſs ;, and heink 4 
conſtrained at times to reprove, and at other times 
| do admoniſh her, ſhe kept her mouth as it were with iT 
8 a bridle from fin, though I believe it was a great 
Duin and grief to her. Ar other times ſhe would talk. _ 
about religion, and appear in a garb of ſanctity. This 
1 by pocriſy was aſſumed in order to ſift me; and as © | 
s longed for ſome perſon to condole with me, 1 aften. 
|. hinted to her the ſore temptations which I laboured ö 
under; and finding that my ſpeaking to her aſſuaged 
my grief and eaſed my complaint, I thought her a 
friend that took pity.— But afterwards ſhe rurned all 
into ridicule, broke forth into the vulgar tongue, and. 
appeared with every feature of the devil's image. 


However, we muſt Oe, thoſe ſwine to tum again 


* _ 
rr 


) 
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oy THE NAKED Bow OF 60D. 
from their hypocritical profeſſion to their former 


5 filthineſs, and rent our ſouls with reproach, if we 
are ſo fooliſh as to caſt our pearls before them. All 


the reſt of the winter I heard nothing from her 


mouth, but contempt upon all that appeared ſacred, 


or ſerious; 3 and what I had told her of my fore 
2 temptations ſhe caſt in my teeth; this was like ſtrik- 

ing the dying dead. But in the ſummer 1 eſcaped 
the ſcourge of her tongue, and went to live at Ewell 
in Surry, where I was informed ſome time after by 
u Mr. Harkle, a grocer, that the ſame woman had 
| been extremely ill, and in ber illneſs was violently 


tempted to murder her child that lay with her; and 


© fearing leſt the ſhould perpetrate this horrid erime, 
| the leaped out of bed, ran naked into the fore court, 


was brought in again by force, and ſoon after ex- 


iy pired. Thus ſhe felt, and died, in the temptations of - 


| . Satan, which the had fo often laughed at, and out of 
which God in mercy delivered me. I there not a 


range puniſhment to the workers of iniquity (a)-?, Thus 


0 | 1 was the triumpb of that twicked. oretch ſhort, and the jay 


| of that hypocrite but for @ moment (b); and as the had 
IS 8 1 : laughed at calamity, She wor r er 5 
| ow un was Cole. 


At Exell 1 firſt 5 en e e and in- 


Nie 1 had been fo marvellouſly delivered, and was 
| bleſſed with doch A Teaſe: of MT love i in n Chriſt 


ern. ü. 5. | © 
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Jeſus, that I was conſtrained to it. (But more of 
| this in a treatiſe by itſelf, if God permit.) This 
preaching of Chriſt raiſed me many enemies; but 
one man in particular ſeemed more furious againſt 
me than any other; it was a rare thing to paſs him 
without many heavy curſes. The gentleman I was | 
| gardener to manufactured gun-powder, employed 
many hands at that work, and gave me leave to ſup- 
ply the "workmen with any vegetables that were not 
wanted in the family. I generally gave this noted 
enemy the greateſt ſhare, to ſee if it were poſſible to 
overcome evil with good. He would receive what I 
brought, at my hands with a ſmile, and thank me; 
but as ſoon as my back was turned, he would ſtorm 
my ears with every oath and imprecation which his 
venomous lips could utter, or even imagination ſug- 
geſt. God's long-ſuffering- mercy permitted him 
_ thus to reign as a perſecutor about ſix months, at 


the expiration of which time God laid his heavy 13 | 


where he generally uttered his blaſphemy, He was 
carried home fick, and in a few hours the inundation 
of his guilt began to break up, and the flood-gates of 0 
vindictive wrath to be ps This alarmed his 


hand on him while at his work, on the ſame ſpot , 


| benumbed' conſcience to that degree, that his.ghaſtly 


vilage ſeemed to expreſs all the 8 of the damn» - 
ed. He began to confeſs his feelings, and to tell 
© others of the perilous voyage he was about ro; make. 
5 1 God: ſtruck him Rs which cauſed him to 

| howl 


| 0 ES rheir boaſted ſtrengtbh. 
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howl like a dog Ty "and: bellow forth like a bull, until 
he was forced to ſubmit to the fatal dart of Death. 
Eiis name was Toppin.— This was another arrow ß 
from the quiver of God ;—and though it may appear 
a light thing with many, in the midſt of health, to 
| boaſt of their ſtrength and of their valour, in op- 
poſing the lips of truth, and in defying the arm of 
Omnipotence, yet when the ſnares of death begin 
to entangle their carnal. minds, and the pains of hell 
to invade their guilty conſciences, they ſoon find a 
ſenſe of theſe things tuſſiciept to wither | ina moment 


TOR 


Another man, who was 3 3 my ave | 


2 à carter, (to drive his team), whom, I had often 


" reproved for ſwearing, and to whom 1 had talked 


| | freely about the tate of bis ſoul, once anſwered, that 
be never in all his life had been troubled one minute 


about futurity, or what would become of him here- | 


g after. This I told him I could not believe; but he 
IN confidently. aſſured me he never bad. Joſten there - 


fore laboured in converſation with bim, to beget 


ſiome ſerious thoughts i in his mind, as he appeared fa 
5 extremely inſenſible; but as he had no feeling, it 


was very hard to reaſon with him; and to Aare 


wih bim about feripture was of little uſe, as he could 
neither read nor write. 1 however frequently con- 
{|  tinued-tortalk to him of his ſtate, and of what the 
Saviour came to do for us, till at length he would 
= liſten'to me attentively:; and ance or twice he went 
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with me to hear the Goſpel. I often, too, cautioned - 
him againſt ſpending his money, and hurting his 
family and eonſtitution, by which means ſome little 
reſtraint! ſeemed to be laid on him for a time: but 
when a ſuitable temptation was laid in his way, he 
broke through all bounds into the greateſt exceſſes, 
and thus laboured hard to fetch up what he deemed 
his former loſt time. As I went early one morning 
to the garden, I met him going to load his team. 
1 perceived him ſlagger with liquor before I came 
near him, when he ſaid, Gardener, give me a pinch 
of ſnuff: I replied, Philip, you are intoxicated, and 
have been drunk all night. Upon this he ſneered at 
me, hung down his head, and told me he ſhould be 
drunker before night, which he accordingly was; 
for he came back from Wandſworth as drunk as 
poſſible. At Ewell, however, he inſiſted on having 
one pint of eyder more: the landlady refuſed him, 
but half a pint he would have, nor would he go with» 
out it, which be accordingly got. When he had 


__ drank this, he made ſhift to get upon the ſhafts f 


dme carriage, and on Ewell Common he whipped the 
horſes into a gallop, and kept them in that pace 
doun the firſt hill on the Common; but in this mad 


career he loſt his foot - hold, ſlipped i from the ſhafts, ; ; of 


and the broad wheel- going over his head, ſhoulders, 
and hands, left him a trophy to Death. — His name 
was Philip Cooke. — This was another ſhaft from = 
s the NY Bow of God; and. ene on e 2 
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When the horſe· races were run at Epſom... Some 
people on horſeback. coming down the oppoſite hill 
-faw the aweful accident, and It t God had leſt 
that ſpoil in the road, as a check to the praneing 
- Career of Nate e · takers. I went out, and looked ace 
the corps as it lay on the common, and had many 
_ foukdiſtreſſing thoughts about the infernal courſe 
which I feared his departed ſpirit ſteered, —I went 


9 and wept all the whole night long: pray for 
| him I could not, for 1 knew his doom muſt. be for 


ever fixed, before any petition Ken ouch could : 
; FS the propitious ear of Gd. 9 
Phe next day being the Lord's hw 1 went 10 5 
| hear gendem preach at Mitcham: his text was, 
N haue an ad heute with. the. Father, « Kc. i in which 
diſcourſe: he ſpake much of our pity to our fellow- ” 
 exeatures, (deſcending even to, accidents,). but of | 


our unpitifulneſs to Chriſt. I took it as an aweful re- 


beet from God to me, as the gentleman never ſaw _ 
me before, nor did any there know the before-recited 


| "a ee preacher was Mr: Joſs, whom 1 


_ believe: to be one of the greateſt labourers in the 5 
ght God ſent that as a re- 
of to me for crying all night after one who- had 
ſo — 2 n on ſo; 7*gardleſs 


"Hin rected; en ceproveth and invited 
| people to Chriſt Jeſus, I perceived 


= bh hed n not laboured-in-yain 3 ſeveral were efſe@tually: | 


cas pal 


Wrought upon; one in particular, whoſe name was 
: Webb, as alſo his wife. This poor man appeating = 


ſerious among his fellow- workmen; they became 
much enraged againſt him; the more ſo, as I predeh- 
ed at Web's houſe: and one of the men being de. 
rermined to get hin turned out of His ermploynietity 
laid a ſeheme to this purpoſe, and abuſed the miſs. 
ter's ear with falſe reports; who” accordingly told 
Webb that he ſhould fequite ſuch and ſuch things 
of him, or he muſt leave the work on the Saturday 
following. This poor mat, whom 1 deafty loved, | 
came with his complaint to me; informing me alf 


of the” deep deſign which bis fellow. workmen nad I 


formed, and of the falſhoods which they had fabri- 
cated ; as alſo of the impoſſible taſl which the maſter 
required of him; and added, that he was loth"t&/loſe 
bis work, as his own pariſh” Was as far diſtant as 
Glouceſterſhire, 1 told him we would go ati tell 
God of it; and I bid him watch and ſee if he di 
not turn all their counſel into fooliſfineſs.” We ac 
ceordingly prayed together every morning car, all = 
the reſt of the week; and when Suturday night came, 
hs maſter ſaid nothing about diſcharging him: The 
enemy ſeeing his meaſures baffle; abandoned his | 
work, went to the ale houſe, and onthe! Welk 4 week 
in a ſtate of ifitoxication; This circumftahice ſet — 
Webb higher it his ninffer's favour than ever, and 


much incenſed him againſt the other perſon. The 


- conſequence « of this SA & ws: that he was 
od op E60 , thrown 


- 4 
- 


_ 
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e into a deep decline, carried home to kis on 
pariſh at Whitton in Middleſex; and when the pait I 
Of Death began to rouze his conſcience, he confeſſed 
that he had, at different times, embezzled his maſter's 
property, and then bowed his head 0 te King of ter. 
5 rorts (a). His name was Hall.—Surely, with-our eyes 
_— and ſaw the remard of the wicked (().. 
1 rom Ewell-Lremoved. to Thames Ditton i in Surry, 
here I ſoon receiyed; an invitation Ap Dae the 
word of God at Wooking, and ſome 
invitation to to preach at Warpolſdon. To. this. in. 
vitation Lacceded; and great numbers came to hear 15 
JI delivered à diſcour b from theſe. words in 
John's Goſpel, Def tho beliewe on Ibe Sn of Grd (c)? 
In this work E found both ffeetlom and power; the 
| auditory, too, were very attentive. When the ſer- 
116 mon was ov r, there came 2 good looking reputable 
1 farmer b een ſaid, «God giye me that faith 
1! 1 reached. I'anſwered,; Amen; 
{= 8 che kiff God.“ I he man, in copſeqbence, 
began to ſearch the ſeriptures, aſſociated with thoſe 
| [== who feared: God, and for ſeveral days appeared. to 
iz be-convineed,: and: very: ſerious. But ſoon. after this 
I] there-came.2,clergyman ten him, defiring him to 
wWount his herſe, and go achunting with. him. He 
-- NM; of —— of. the Quurch f En . 


| 12 2247" @ fob old; 14% 19 A a 1 Plat, Xcl. 8. 1 3 
„ 


» 


3 votes. One of theſe wo- penny iu was ee 


the chace, he appeared a ſcorner, laughed at t 
trines which he had heard, and perſecuted thoſe who 
_ embraced them. But God ſaon-ſtopped his perſecue 

tion, by afflicting him, and throwing him on a fiek 


| be ſpoke againſt them. However, God allowed him 
to hear no more; for he went to his long home ere 
another fortnight elapſed, at the expiration of which 
time I was to preach there again. Such blind eccles 
 faltics . ſhut up the kingdom of God againſt men; 


_ they hinder; woe unto them (a) ? 


wo penny ſermons, fit to ſtop the giowth ef the 


THE NAKED: BOW: or G0. 
2 h + would not have gone -achuntings{: 4 The farmer 


inted, und went with this clerical hunter. ' Per- 


haps: this. hoſpitable act was intended to divert the 
farmer's mind from what is termed Methodiflical me- 


lanchoy. What inſtruction the ecclefiaſtical ſportſ- 


man gave bim, I know not; but at bis return from 


bed. One of my congregation, with whom he uſed 
to aſſociate, viſited him in this ſituation, and aſked 
him what he then thought of the dodrine he had 


formerly heard. He ſaid he knew they were the 


truth, and his on conſcience told him ſoz exen when. 


they enter not in themſelves, and ſuch as eee 


The word of God gaining ground in this pariſhy 
greatly offended, the blind guide; . therefore ig 
thought it neceſſary to furniſh himſelf with a few! - 


Goſpel. Lou know, dumb dogs car not bark witbour 


WOE Man, xxili. 73 ITE aſk — "ye mY . 
e 


| 55 a the” fallow ground of the heart, and ſow not 


mucke the Ch 
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- wh the Lord's-da 
to debaſe me, whom he was pleaſed to my a fellow 
' from the ploughtail, ' pretending to inſpiration.” If this 
Journeyman divine had gone home and as his Bi- 
ble, he would have found Eliſha was at the plough⸗ 
tail, with twelve yoke of oxen before him, when God 
fent Elijah to calf bim (a); and the Bible informs us 
—_ a double portion of God's Spirit was upon him. 
Therefore I am not the firſt ploughman who pre- 
ttended to inſpiration; and for my part, I would 
ſooner be a ſpiritual ploughman, than a hunting divine 3 
for I believe every preacher who is uſeful in plough- 
ing up God's myſteries, and ſinners hearts, is a ſpi- 
ritual ploughman. No man, (lays Chriſt), having 
put his hand to the plough, and looks back, is fit for 
the kingdom of God. Jeremiah tells us to plough 


to his congregation, od aoith. 


ns, © 1 har ww Plough, w-_ _ 


dee 


However, ty of Falſe fire in ahe en, = | 
15 many Naming with rage to the meeting-houſe ; and 
no wonder, when the hoſt was muſtered and pa- 
arts. I believe that a mob 
| ed from the pulpit,” and encouraged by a 
bench, would think they did God ſervice, if they 
hurch of Chriſt to ſwim in blood. The 
| time cometh when whoſorver killeth you, wwill think he doth 
Sid fervice; and all theſe things will I oy 
* ig e eee 


ELD 2 ) 9 105 5 


Among | | 


THE NAK ED ROW or GOD 2 


Among this impenitent hoſt one appeared more 
furious than the reſt. He ſat and laughed in my 


face, preach how or what I could ; and then went 


and informed people hat tricks he had played . 
poor women who came to hear me: but he was 
ſwo famous for lying, that he himſelf became a pro- 
verb; therefore none would credit him, even if he 
told the truth. God permitted this man to reign 
about two years, and then laid him on a bed of fick- 

neſs. At this time a young man went to viſit him, 4 
and aſked him what he hen thought of the doftrines 
of the Goſpel : 2 he ſaid, ©. Get away with your.damn- 
ed nonſenſe, and let me hear no more of it.” God 
took him at his word, and inſtantly bereft him. both of 
his ſpeech, and rationality: he ſtruck him both mad and 
dumb in a moment; and ſoon the harbinger of Death 
began to chaſe life through all * veins. Finding 
this, he lay on his back, and fought like a tiger; 
What views of hell his en was impreſſed 
with, I cannot determine; however, he e | 
his eyes in death.—His name was M n.7 
did the Almighty. bend bis Bow, and make it ee, 
alſo prepared for him the inflruments of death; be ordain= 


3 - his arrows: againſt the perſecutors (a). feud © 


I one day at Wooking in Surry was . | 
tle words, O Death, where is thy fling ?'O gravy 
where is thy uictary (5 On that day curioſity led two 
Mou: widows to OR me, 1 858 hay | n 1 dig- 


A 
2 
* A "2 . 44 
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ſaid, Mother, come away; the ground moves:“ 


but they had no power to move, ſo it fell in, and 


ſmothered them both. Thus God ſent me to preach 
heir funeral ſermon, and ſuccceded it with a ſtrange 
puri. <T he: peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs is 


God's ſervant, and 8 is the enen yan aſe : 

aniday (2). 7:96 dt ny 5, ret n 
1 had now been 3 time at © a ou . 
e miſerable occupation of coal-heaving, and with 
: 2 miſerable company of coal-heavers, who daily aſ- = 
175 ale my ears with their oaths and lewd converfas _ 
tion, until my ſoul was bowed down within me: but 
|. whenever I could en a ſtable, hay- loft, or ſtored _ 
diouſe, to ſpend a moment with my God in prayer, it 

* was as though L were wafted up into the third heas = 


4 - 


1 5 ging "TY £ and ſelling it. A few days after, they 

went to dig ſand on Sen Heath, and ſome of their 
children with them; when, as the women were dig- 7 
ging in the hole under ground, one of the children: 


„ 
SET 0 


. + 2 * - * as * 7 7 . 4 : 4 * 


ven ; ſo ſweetly did I feel the funding of his bozwels to- 
mund me (b. I one day, in an agony, aſked his bleſſedd 


| N i Majeſty, wherefore he permitted me to labour among 3 

ſuch men, as he had made my conſcience ſo tender of 
finning, and given me an holy indignation againſt i its . 
adding; that I feared it would in time harden my 


heart; and inte him ta ſend me ſomewhere 


elſe to live, though it were in a wood, rather than | 


5 ily camei of the wicked. la 
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Anſwer to my Petition, he ſent theſe words as 2 pow- 
erful reproof 3 Do. men light a candle to put. it under % 
buſhel (a).?. 1 Was fully convinced. from that hour, that 
I was to appear in 2 more public character, and 
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never prayed that 1 might live in a wood afterwards. , 


Seeing the whole place given up to blaſphemy and © Sal Wi 
dichpation, 1 found a deſire to preach to theſe miſe-. __ 
rable beings ; hoping that God would make it uſeful i 


to them, for [ 1 to ſee and hear their wicked- 

2055 F 51 e 
It happened on a certain 5 day, that myſelf 00 wheres. 

were unloading, A barge. of coals, at which time I la- | 


bagred. under, ſore temptations; and to add to the 


en [ Experienced extreme Derr an 2 


F, 


5 in, and filthy, pad ut $row without, r. me 110 ö my 
25115 end. The men ſoon after agreeing to go to the 


— 144 


public-houle to dinner, 1 went under the barge tilt, 


or cabin, and wreſtled hard. with. God: in prayer, 
telling! him of my little ones wanting bread, and how - 


hard I felt! it, to ſee them ſuffer: : to which he ſent 
| me this ſweet, ſoul-ſatisfying anſwer, T kuow thy works. 


and tribulation, and poverty, but thou art rich (H. Find- 


ing great liberty with my God in Prayer, I wept: 5 
Joy, and further aſked him, where fore ſuch, a deſire: + , 

fee the ſalvation of ſouls. was kindled i in my heart, 
; if. he did not. intend to make, me uſeful to them, as 


1 


he bad made 1 85 uſeful to many others ; 4 we. e which, - 


7 1 "v5 
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ze gave me this aufwer, Bebold, I our ſet beſere thee 
8 a open door, and m man can ſtut it (a). I got up, wip- 
ed my eyes, and came away with my countenance no 
more ſad (b), having enjoyed a better repaſt than any 
of them, and found by happy experience, that man 
dbth not ive by bread alone, but by every word that Pro- 
Tl.erukiß out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live (t). 
Fold a friend the ſame day, that I was to preach 
WE. Ie" Goſpel at Ditton: and ſoon after a door Was 
| opened to another man, whom God gave but little 
do fay. The perſon was a London profeſſor; but I 
have reaſon to fear that he was not a poſſeſſor of tba 
grace of God, and indeed his wretched life ſoon 
_  evinced it. The week following I was invited to 
. "preach at this place to a numerous  anditory, who ap- 
peated very atrentive, and God's preſence was much 


5 5 with me: for during ſeveral weeks many heard' me 
lf - gladly, and approved much of the doctrine. But 
ſeveral perſons who were good cuſtomers to the pub- 


.  Vieans, ſeeming rather ſerious, and my zealous ex- 


| Slatmations againſt diffipation, ſoon raiſed a ſtorm, 
|. which beat violently on my head for ſeveral years; 


"© however, many ſtill 2747 80 and n few Regen 

2 ee to be called. . 
One man in Partiätlar appea ed FA be ares, : 
- and ſoon after brought his wife with him, who ſeemed 
2 1 recerve the ſeed by re (4), or to ein e | 


4 > | 
N (a) Rev. 8. (6) 1 Sam. i. 18. BE 
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the ſhould have left off, namely, with Joy. . But tbe 
world beginning. to laugh at ber, withered a. her 


. HOY LEE. 


FO he. in conſequence ane aſhamed 80 the Golpel 7 bi 
| Chriſt, began to oppoſe her buſband, Who left my | 
miniſtry alſo, to the great grief of my ſoul. Soon I" 
after this, I ſaw that he had mounted the feorner's _ 
chair (5). I one day, paſſing him, received the fol- 
; lowing taunt, . © Pray, are you born again, Mr. In- 
= ſpiration ? p” My ſoul. felt his cruel mockings (c) but 1 85 9 
made no reply. However, ſoon after he had this i 
aweful dream, .namely, that the.end of the world. was, 
come, and that God rained fire and brimſtone from = 
: heaven on the wicked, and that he faw the felicity « of -- i 
the righteous, and thoſe whom he deſpiſed among 
them; but his portion was with the. damned. Being 
dreadfully diſturbed in his ſleep, he endeavoured to 4 
get from under the aweful ſtorm, and. catching | faſt 
hold of the bedſtead, immediately awoke, and ſoon. 
| found his conſtience was as effectually awakened a 
_ himſelf. In great diſtreſs of mind he went weeping - 
| to ſeveral of his companions, telling them the dream, 
1 and his preſent diſtreſs on that account; from whom 
he received no mote ſympathy than Judas, who con- 
feſſed to the high-prieſt, (in the anguiſh of deſpair), 
that he had fined, and betrayed innocent blood ; whoſe 
| diſeonſolate anſwer 1 Hat is fn ae 40 us fe. thay 
o that (43s. EE 1 8 
(a) Mark iv. 1 „„ 0 1 15 
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However, this dream appeared to come folth God l;, 
God ſpeaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiverh” it not, in 
a dream, in 4 ve on 77 the; ni ight, when deep feep faltth, | 
on men (a). ; 

This dream proved Weist to flop the lips. of 
5 contempt, to wither the ſtrength of his tabernacle, 
A caſt him into 1 deep decline, and to lay him on his 
dieath-bed. A friend of mine Viſited bim, and by 
his own defire I went and prayed by him, ſpake to 
him, and had ſome little hope of his ſoul's welfare. 
But a perſon under the alarms of wrath, and i in the 
— agonies of death, Pours forth ſuch confeſſions and 
floods of tears, that it is diffcult at times to diſtin- 8 
5 guiſh between genuine repentance, | and that which i is, | 
common to nature. 4 However, he ſoon went into eter- 
a nity, and by this time Knows certainly whether 3 65 5 


| [| 8 Munfield. hots ah 
Soon Aber this,” a woman 1 bad 4 vic ad- 
ot joining the room I preached i in, and a chamber over 
it, invited a company 'of barge-men to come and 
' drink with her. They opened the kitchen door 5 
5 which ſtood next che door of my meeting, where they | 
98 fat, and drank, and ſung together, in order to pre- . 
5 vent we from being | heard : this not having the de- 

' fired effect, the went up ſtairs, and with the heels of 
| her ſhoes ſtamped ſo Toud, that I could ſcarcely hear 
"Wy war” hich 1 uttered; but — I Rill 45 
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- welded, and the room being filled with hearers, they 
laid the following ſcheme. This ungodly, drunken 
| wretch, was to enter the meeting, and ſtrike any of i 
the poor women who ſat to hear the word; and in 1 
35 caſe any of my friends ſhould offer to hold her hands, 
or turn her out, ſhe was to cry Murder, as a fignal 15 
the rebel hoſt to enter to her aſſiſtance. This was 
accordingly accbmpliſhed: the mob entering, broke | 
the doors to pieces, burnt affafzrids, and emptied 
ſoilage e from a privy into the meeting. After their 
att eing, and breaking the feats to pieces, this maſ- 1 
culine heroine, and leader of the wretched crew, not 
_ fitisfied with the "miſchief" already done, broke 'in | 
ö entire window all to ſhivers; The place of worthip —_— 
And myſelf being licenſed, we procured 'a warrant, * | 
and took ſome of the offenders before a bench of 
Hagiltrates, büt to no purpoſe ;' for I ſoon perceived 
« by their bitter appearance, that judement was turned | 1 
| into gall, and the fruit of righteonfneſs into hembock (a). = 
S0 Truth” and Innocence went back mourning in 
ſuckeloth; and well they might, when they faw thei 
1 ue X jo, e _y A Yo) ent in the 


——— — 
— — yy 


— 7 ner 


— — — <= 
2 COPE. — p 


Ae, our adverſaries meeting MT more en- 1 
eouragement than us, we were attended home by {| 
them with their hats adorned with blue ribands, Sc. 
and on their arrival, the Whole pariſh appeared in 
| triumph; ; the bells were n rung, and > 
(a) Amos vi. 1805 TT | 
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1 ſhut myſelf up for f — Tonk. * 0 to Goch 


0 whot: diſpleaſure ; ſcemed to appear againſt them, by 
. ſending 2 violent ſtorm of rain, which put an end to 
their funeral proceffion. . At that inſtant this word 
came with power to my dee 10: that fro wi . 
1 We ſhall periſh (a)... 9 banks 
mw Some few days 85 his. my Gonna 1 was 
w nt Aa friend's s houſe of mine, and in the ſame room 
5 where I preached, and he ſpa 
| ful wickedneſs... She replied, 6 LF know he preaches 
the truth; but 1 ſhall get worſe and worſe.” Upon 
3 this my friend told her that ſhe h. 
but her reply was, ſhe ſhould be drunker before night, ; 
; or N . RIFT 
f This poor wretch had an a who lived, near 
my little cottage, where they generally held their 
2 conſultations with a company of barge-men, Wo 
9 them j in executing their, Wicked defigns. . 


1. 85 1 „ 


(a- Iſa, xt. wy BY 


eſet on all hy my 1 TER 
2 blaſphemous harangue de- 
5 Ire as 2 A ee 8 oyer this figure of firaw 
185 and Tags, and unutterable inſolence Was ſung i in imi- 
tation of a ſolemn anthem. Upon this, one and al! 
cried out, they were for the High Church: and i = 
; deed none could properly doubt of that, who ſaw the 
: height of their wickedneſs; $: for had they been Turks 
dt Pagans, they would have been aſhamed of vip 
1 conduct. 3 "RK 


to her of her dread- * 


drank too much; 
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5 * en ſhe 1 fo E X n 

ü publicans themſelves turned her out of « :. ſhe. 
© continued, however, to, diſturb the e nel 
till midnight, and at five o'clock:the next morning 
was found dead at the door of her above mentioned 
intimate acquaintance. The neighbourhobd ſeemed 
much alarmed, but preſently after a ſhouting was heard 
from ſeveral parts. I enquired into the cauſe of this 
uprqar, and was informed that myſelf, or ſome „ 
my hearers, had laid violent hands upon her, for they 


| traced her by drops, of blood. A coroner was ſent 


for, and a jury called: afterwards a phyſician was 
brought, to ſee where the wound was given; but on 
examination it was found that her death proceeded 
from the effects of drinking, and not from any ſtroxe 
of violence. Thus was ſhe publicly expoſed, to the 


1 ſhame and confuſion of all her wicked companions, 


ler name was Barret ,—Every morning doth the ra 


mighty bring his judgments 10 light * Joie, not 3 bu 


the unjuſt knoweth no ſhame; (a). W OE 
After this judgment had ee in 8 deu 10 ous 
a manner, the joy and encouragement which feverat 
of my enemies had received from the bench,*appear- 
ed for a time viſibly: to wither ; and indeed the tri. 

umph of the wicked is but ſhort at moſt (b). Many, 1 
believe, were able to ſee. the flaming ſword, of God 
_ wielded in the defence of truth and innocency, though, 
"WM hs wor mus a defence to vice. 
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92 Woßzgegendt now enjoyed a little 1. pite, 9) 
we walked comfortably i in the ways of God; but this 
ke ſhort duration. A” gentleman who” came to 
live in the place, kept a great retinue of ſervants, and 
they by their number, countehance, and the affiſtance 
of their maſter' s cellar, gave freſh life to the van- 
quiſhed hoſt. This cau 


1 


in - | ed my veigbbouts to rally 
10. their forces for a 're-engagement:” But after a few 
weeks hotter battle than the firſt, God's Bow appear- SE] 
ng blaf⸗ 1 


eld bent again. One poor yourh/who bad lon 
phemed at the door, even in my face when preac 
ing, was taken ill, and put to bed. In the fattie even- 
ing a fellow. ſervant went to ſee how he did, and found 
him dangerouſly ill. He aſked er what hour the 
clock ſtruck; the anſwered; Eleven ; O Oh! (ſaid he) 
at TWelve 1 ſhall run my Aſt" Acebrdingh?! when 
the clock ſtruck that hour, he Tore a dreadful oath; : 
5 divine vengeance immecliat ly looſed the binge 
of his jaw; it fell; and he, having filled up the nea- 
8 8 of Eis fin, was allowed to ſwear no more. his 
| way another arrow from the quiver of God. 
I his eireumſtance, however, put but des 155 to 
the enraged mob. Countenanced as they were” by 
the bench, eneouraged from the pulpit, together with | 
the aſſiſtanee which they received from the (pariſh 
officers, theſe were ſufficient to ſtrengthen any hands 
againſt Chriſt; eſpecially where preventing grace is 
with-held. Soon, therefore, were our doors and win⸗ 
dous broken to * * and even part of a 
1 wk Cn. —— 
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neighbour's. wall was pulled down, to furniſh them 
with materials for miſchief: the owner of the wall not 
being a man of our lineage, applied to a clergyman, 
(who held the temporal ſword of God), and ke found 
redreſs; the enemies being obliged to build up the 
wall again at their own expence: but as to the da- 
mage which . 2ve had ſuſtained, zve could procure no 
redreſs; conſequently were obliged to repair the in- 
jury done us at our on coſt. This effectually con- 
vinced us, that our vain repetitions, formerly put up. 
in a ſtate of ignorance, for magiſtrates to receive grace, 
& to execute Juftice, and to maintain truth,” were never 
heard; becauſe Truth —__ the eee nn 
that they . T6 „ee 
Some time after this, a, man came into ks meet⸗-⸗ 
ing, at a time while I was preaching, dreſſed in a 
woman's bonnet, petticoat, and a black oil- Kin 
| cloak, his face ſmeared with tallow, and coloured 
with ſoot ; he placed himſelf in a corner of the room, 
| and. ſtood: motionleſs, till the audience were thrown/ 
into confuſion, and then he withdrew. The next day 
we were hooted through the village, and were told 
that the devil had made his appearance at our meeting 
the night before; and ſo the event nearly juſtiſied: 
for not many days after, this very man was ſent to 
Kingſton jail for debt; but as he was a friend to the 
High Church, a miniſter and ſome others raiſed 4 
S ontribution, in order to releaſe him, which in a ſhort 
time was effected eee 9 aan 
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y conpregation now enjoyed a little reſpite, 4a 


we walked cvtnfortably 1 in the ways of God b but tk 
was of ſhort duration. 


A gentleman Who came 15 
live in the place, kept a great retinue of ſervants; and 
they by their number, countenance, and the affiſtance 


of their maſter's en gave freſh life to the van- 
quiſhed hoſt. | 

their forces wy 4 relengagement. | But after 4 few 
weeks hotter battle than the firſt, God's Boy 

| Ed bent again.” One poor yourh, who bad beg blk. 
phbemed at the door, even in my face When rn 


wſed"my” neigbbours to rally 


ap pear- 


ing, was taken ill, and put to bed. In the fame nt 


ing a fellow:ſervant went to ſes how he did, and found 


him dangerouſly ill. He aſked her what Hour the 


at Twelve 1 ſhall run my laſt?“ Accordingly, when 


5 the clock truck that Hour, he Twore a'dreadful oath; 


op Ep? divine vengeance imme 
Pkt his jaw; it fell; and he, having filled up the nta- 
T ak of Eis fin, was allowed to ſwear no more. —This 
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it tely looſed the binge 


was another arrow from the quiver of Gd. | 
' This eircumſtance, however, put but little A0 to 
the enraged” mob. Countenanced as they were by 
the bench; eneouraged from tlie pulpit, together with . 
the aſſiſtance which they received from the parith 
officers, theſe were ſufficient to ſtrengthen any hands 
_.againſt Chriſt, eſpecially where preventing grace is 


_ with-held.” Soon, therefore, were our doors and win⸗ 


dous broken to Piecez again; ; and even part of a = 
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neighbour's wall was pulled down, to furniſh them 
with materials for miſchief: the owner of the wall not 
being a man of our lineage, applied to a clergyman, 

(ho held the temporal ſword of God), and he found 
redreſs; the enemies being obliged to build up the 
wall again at their own expence: but as to the da- 
mage which ve had ſuſtained, ve could procure. no 
redreſs conſequently were. obliged to repair the in- 

jury done us at our own coſt. This effectually con- 
vinced us, that our vain repetitions, formerly put up. 

in a ſtate of 1 gnorance, . for magiſtrates to receive grace, 

& to execute juſtice, and to maintain truth,” were never 

heard ; {becauſe Truth e the ee enemy 

: that they „ is. oor 

Some time after this, a, man came into, wn meet- 15 

ing, at a time while I was preaching, dreſſed in a 
. woman's. bonnet, . petticoat, and a black oil-ſkin: 

> cloak, his face ſmeared with tallow, and. coloured. b 
with ſoot : he placed himſelf in a corner of the room, 
and ſtood motionleſs; till the audience were thrown, 
into confuſion, and then he withdrew. The next day 
we were hooted through the village, and were told 
rhat the devil had made his appearance at our meeting 
the night before; and ſo the event nearly juſtiſied: 
for not many days after, this very man was ſent to 
Eingſton jail for debt; but as he was a friend to the 
High Church, a miniſter. and ſome; others raiſed a 4 
| eontribution, in order to releaſe him, which in a ſhort 
time was effected n 3 TO | 
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10 again appeared abroad, be never aft rwatds in- 
ſulted us: but one day, as he was fitting 1 in his chair, 
_ the devil entered into him in reality; as he jumped 
up, cried out, ran to the Bible and Common- Player 
Book quite diſtracted, then ruſhed into the ftreet, and 
woes obliged to be brought into the houſe again by . 
force, and put to bed: but be told his fellow. perſe- 
cutors that he ſhould have one more race, and that 


rern | thel Wade Fi cRape M Neu 


time; and with no other covering but his ſhirt, ran 
into the Red Lion yard, where he was again ſecured, 
- __ brought back, dreſſed, and again ſet up in a chair. 

A third tine, however, he eſcaped from all their 
bands, and ran down what is called Monlfey-lane, his 
| fellow-perſecutors purſuing him; and when they had 
ſecured him; he bit at them like a dog. By force 
they brought him back again, and once more ſet 
bim in his chair, where ſhortly he cloſed bis ces in 
death, His name was Scurving.—Thus God caſ upon 
tbem the fierceneſs f - his anger, 'wrath, and indignation, 
and trouble, by ſending evil angels among them (%. 9. 
After this aweful diſplay of divine vengeance, we 
- abit; if 1 may be allowed the expreſſion, #eeffition ; 


” zach and preaching, without going with our lives 
In our hands. The family, whoſe ſervants generally > 
led the van, tetu n d to London for the winter Tea- _ 


bon; and now Aegan t chin we had Rs as 
- uy L : . 2 1 Phil. ai. R 
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of arms; and were allowed to afſemble together for 


fut their mouths at us, and we were in hopes that the 
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- not a pane of glaſs left. | The wil 
Were an inch thick, and band acroſs, were allo fat. 


j =, 5 £ 


) . + * . 
8 8 f * y £ 8 
| 2 25 2 
8 4 G 1 0 r ? 
# 4 7 73 . 4 7. K. wy * 8 ; 8 
" A : * 5 4 „ 


#e Ly fas deliverance (che 1497112 
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ud ſuler: of Chrifh fe (i) and vhroigh Or r ei 


Ming love zoere more thin conquerors (þ). © Out enemies 


1aſt bow that was bent, had eee the e 
3% ne 


Accordingly, we were now fivdtted. ddd - 


ed to each other; and” the more dangers We Wided 
through, the more conſpicuous. didathe hand of God 
ar, and /the more ee we wes) kis ar 


mour to be. 3 7240 
In this hp ey we Were colts | high chav 
Pie months were over, came "the daf adverſity, N in 


17 


woeful experience, that it is eg 8 i 


dur muſt enter the Kingdom of God (2). 4 Eno 


in the ſpring following the . 


_— ton, which gave freſh hope, and life to our adverſa- 
tries, who had hitherto met with nothing but a con 
tant defeat. Therefore on the next preaching night 
they made a freſh attempt at Lofts door, to fee if teil 
former allies would join them again in this impious 
and unproclaimed war, which they accordingly did? 
They then threw bricks and ſtones,” until there was 


ndow-ſhutters, which 
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+ tered to pieces, inſomuch that we were obliged te 
feop up all the windows with brick-work, totally ex- 
cäulude the uſe of glaſs, and ever afterwards pinks uſe- 

of artificial light, both in ſummer and winter. T 
When the engagement was finiſhed, we were in- 

=_ formed that our enemies held a council how they 
could be warſhalled the next lecture night. An 

upper ſervant, in a certain family, undertook to be 
the firſt field matſhal, who bound himſelf with man 
daths, that he would pull the fellow (meaning me) 
0 out of his hole, as he was Pleaſed to term the puſpit; 

W Hut in this undertaking he had no better ſucceſs than 
e Jews, who bad bound themſelves with a great 
ml curſe, that they would neither eat nor drink till they bud 

ue Paul (a). The evening arrived; I heard them 
DWound to arms, attended with a band of rough muſic. 

Some called in the ſcattered troops from their reſpe 

die quarters, by ringing the church bells; ſome | 
I, with oaths and halloos ſhouted: for the battle, while 
c chers were no leſs buſy in ſtorming the place with 
IF. bricks and ſtones. I fat at home and heard their up- . 

- xoar, till my very ſoul ſunk within me, and indeed! 
- entertained ſome thoughts of lurning back in the day 
F battle (5). But this word ſoon put my cowardice 

00 flight, he that will ſave bis life ſhall loſe it, and ze 
dat will loſe bit life for my ſake, and the Se 
— 4 Ly it CN. Ea then left my habitation, and went 
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through the confuſed ranks of this enraged hoſt to 
our place of worſhip, with no other armour than half 
a grain of faith in my heart, and a little Bible in my 
pocket. Thus armed, I delivered my meſſage, and 
returned home in ſafety, eſcaping the threatening of 


their ungodly leader, who happened it ſeemed to be 


abſent. . We were afterwards informed he was ſent 
on that day to London; but fearing he ſhould return 
too late, rode furiouſly in his way home, that he 
might ſave his oath, and execute his promiſe. But 
ere he arrived within the ſhout of their camp, his 


horſe threw him; he was conveyed to a . | 


where he lay i in his blood many days. Thus his 
i horſe, as well as Balaam's af, wiſely fought for Iracl, 
| though their ron were mad PO to fight 3 
the 

Eo - Surely: God will at his own ht __ thoſe wha 

intend evil againſt him ; they imagined a miſchievous device, 

which, they are not able 10 perform: therefore ſhalt than © 

maße them turn their back, when thou ſhalt make . 
thine arrows upon thy frrings againſt the face of them (a). 

This divination againſt Iſrael not having the defired 
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effect, a council was held among the pariſh officers, 


who ordered a dinner at a public-houſe, and their 
conſultation, being ended, they came to.the following © 
reſolution, viz. That a bench of magiſtrates were to 
þe eo my having ingruded ef into men 
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| procüred, after the juſtices" 3 
| tet 20bo came in there 39 foes 
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ald they, he Bas a large family; but ſorely this was 
no great crime; ſeeing we are commanded to inerlaſe 


E and multiply ')— After this, my" poverty Was ex- 


Sklaimed apaint, which none experienced the bad 


effects of, except myſelf, as Lalways took care to pay 3 


5 557 9 and if poverty” and Honeſty be coupled 
_ wether, they' ſurely 'favoiir© more ef virtue „ khaff of 
Jer; this, therefore, could be no great Ker!" wh 
 _ God maketh poor and maketh rich—it is he that UHH 

b be, and Bitch up My becü upation 


5 44 kf): the qe Me crime of Gl was, that 1, with N 
_— family, 0 poor, ſo ignorant a Perſbn d. only An 
| i 5 Th intruder into their Pariſh, mould preſume to be 4 
— B ont the chütch, the 
8 parfon, and all the pariſh. "FT kis charge. indeed; was 
Fay rue; and none could Ks it, if they precehed God 


. preacher; yea, 'preach'too 
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and if poſſible that a ſummons ſhould be immediately 
ere informed that a" fel. 
ly, "would now needs ve 
| eke 5 Renter emi e eee 
aint Was laid trap my dame's Kot. 
ful-womb, which generally brought forth once a'year : 


=_ was next 
3 leid in the balanee and was found to be no mere a 
han the. laborious en 1 at ten 
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work !:A ſummons was accordingly ſent, and muck 
general joy. appeared at the thoughts of removing | 
this enemy of the church. They then went and in- 
formed a neighbour of mine what feats they had 
performed, which doubtleſs deſerved all prniſe, as it 
was done in defence of the church. Fhis neighbour 
"fecrerly ſent for me, informing me of their proceeds _ 
s againſt me; and. as he was a colléckor of the 
King's taxes, he received the tax from me; and gave 
nie a lreceipt, in order to ſettle me rhrde a8 Ad pariſhi- I 
. 6neres When the dayi/atrived, I obeyed the ums 
| mons 3 and as my poverty had been fepreſented in a 
1 deplorable light, I took care to appear as well dreſſed 
3 28 poſſible. A certain: gentleman; who feared Gg 
| attended to ſupply; me with money, if any were 
wanting: two attornies dt law, likewiſe] came from 
London, to afford me any aſſiſtance chat 1 mighe 
e Thoſe tao gentlemen demanded. of the 
magiſtrates my legal right to the Pariſhi of Thames 
Ditton g firſt, as à liceuſed miniſter; and ſecondly? 
as having paid the King's taxes, which the bench. 
granted. A gentlemen took me into a carriage, 
and carried me home, while mys enemies were 
1 branded irh « ſhame, God's viſible blaſt "appears 
ing ſo Plain, on the meaſures of this wiſe ſanhedrim. 
At my return I gathered my flock together, and de- 
lu!uvered / a diſcourſe from this text, Te ſuid among us 
5 e they foal, 70 more 2 Journ there 5 N God 
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ws the Jens o our FHP are + fed, and fo we 
found it; for another poor man, whom they — 
poſed to be an enemy alſo to their church, was like- 
| _ wiſe ſummoned before the bench, who came home a 
5 pariſhioner as well as myſelf; ſo they could neither re - 
move the ring- leader, nor the ſecond in command. oy 
When we had finiſhed our devotions, we parted in 
peace and happineſs, ſaying, as Iſrael did of a. \ 
mam a time have they afflified us from our youth up, bit 
they baue not prevailed againſt us (a) ; nor is it likely 
they ever will, while God has one ſingle ſoul to call 
by his grace -I will work, ſays God, and tho hall let 
it? This world is a ſtage for action, a ſcaffold for work, * 
undd a place of graves for reſt; and when the human 
face ſhall have acted their ſeveral parts, the building of 
mercy will be compleat; and when the dead have had 
their appointed -repoſe, Time ſhall ſtrike bis laſt 
number, and that ſhall bring on the midnight c, Be- 
Wel, the bridegroom cometh (b): then this ſtage ſhall 
come down, the ſcaffold ſhall be ſtruck, and all that 
eth in their graves ſhall awake, | ſome to everlgſting life, 
aA and fome io. ſhame and everlaſting contempt (c). And then 
hall appear the Sun of righteouſneſs, whoſe glorious 
beams ſhall bring on the bleſſed morning of etetnal 
| ay, in which the upright ſhall ſurely have dominion (d ). 
_  .. We made ſeveral attempts to bring theſe . . 
6 to Jae . but all our ee proved: in vain; 3 


0 pfal. exxix. , „„ (3) Matt, xxv. 6. „„ 
A Dan. 2 xii. 2. ie Pal. Sus. 1. 8 
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fir Satan is not divided againf himſelf ; i be war, boy h 
ere his kingdom fland (a? of 
Our diſappointment i in this reſpe& gave freſh en- 
couragement to our enemies, they crying out in tri- 
umph, there is no law for them;“ and that hey 
might do juſt what they pleaſed. Accordingly, two | 
men came one night, one of whom was a Roman ca- 
tholic: they ſwore. at me ip a moſt aweful manner, 
even in the meeting. One of them ſoon Der fell Ry 
out of a boat into the Thames; but through the 
2 mercy of our God, his life was ſaved: and not 
many days after, the other fell overboard alſo; whoſe... 
eſcape was ſo narrow, that: there was ſcarcely a Rep _ 
between him and death. This awefully alarmed his 
.conſcience, and his viſage proclaimed the terrors f 
his mind; his very joints were looſed, and his knees 
| ſhook together. Theſe circumſtances ſtruck them ſo 
_ forcibly, that, as they were one day at dinner, they 
| remarked what an wducky place Ditton was, as no- 
thing but misfortunes had befallen them ever fince - 
they came thither. Fortune, Luck, and Chance, are the _ 
Trinity of fools; had they deen 2 5 — * n 7 
* looked higher. L's 
The Lord's diſpleaſure was viſibly ſeen 3 in i : 
| Judgment which appeared among the ringers, who 
_ frequently rung the church bells, either to drown my 
- voice; or to ſummon their fellow-companions in miſ- 
chief, to diſturb me and thoſe who ARE me in 
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5 1 my wiviſtey. 5 One, Sunday evening in particular, 
they had been ringing; and after the peal was over, 
they went to wreſtling, in which cruel game, on 
1 Gad's ſacred day, one received a fall and broke his 
_ leg, a and now is an ty: the 50 . _— a a 
1 C109 . 5 
1 os poor hardened youth had Sa, nh 
= - yavgled.ip a belk-rope, and toſſed i in ſuch a manner, 
s obkggd:bim-to- apply to an hboſpital in London, 5 
"i 3 from whence he returned, and ſtill remains a cripple. 5 
bus God teh Mw . ben Nw: in the. 1 500 | 
Len oiſers (H. 15070 % 
But what-fhall I fk Ky an en wie, an r 
item heart, and a ſeared conſeience, are a coat of 
mail put on by the devil; and to be left to live and 
e in it, is an aweful judgment from God. Our Sa- 
Viour calls it: Star's armour, wherein he truſtet ; when 
_ Lord taktth away that, the: ſpoil is ſaid to be divided ; 
ttnhat is, as L conceive, the devil takes N ben _y | 
be Savioun both the body and'foul (c). 1 
Without either fee or reward, e among 5 
de inhabitants of Thames- Ditton during ix years 
ſüucceſſively, and ſeldom went a day to prayer dry- 
eyed before, Jod during that whole, time. But God 
18 | anſwered any-prayers into my own boſom, and them 
to the confuſion of their faces. How dreadful, phe! | 
ma che da of, 0 ys be, n the hearts of | 
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thoſe who fear God are hardened againſt them, the 
mouth of prayer ſtopped for them, and God declares 
that his Spirit ſhall no more firive with them? It is 


well for ſuch, if the inhabitants of Sodom and Go- 


morrah do not fare better in the pk judgment {268 
{inn . 

The perſon whom 1 mani; at hs 1 
this treatiſe as officiating prieſt, and who performed tie 
mock· funeral ſolemnity when my effigy was. burns 

oon after found the terrors of a guilty conſcience, and 


declared that the infernal fiends purſued him wheres 8 


ever he went. At one time he leaped into a pond; 


but was got out with ſafety: he afterwards attempted 


mv. throw himſelf from a window; but was happily 
prevented. In ſhort, his intellects were much im? 
paired fon 3 conſiderable period; but for ſome time 

paſt he is a little recovered... However, to this day, 

he labours under many afflictions; and I hope in the 
Lord that he has ſeen his error; as I am informed 


that when he was aſked by ſome of his companions, _ 


why he did not deride and abuſe us, as he uſed to do; 


8 4 | his anſwer was, Let them alone, they are wiſer than tue. 


Ob! it is aweful to wage war againſt Chriſt, hs 
is s the Lord of hoſts, mighty in battle; he is perpe- 
tually mounted on his white horſe, and carries a bent 
bow againſt his adverſaries, as well as a crown for his 
eee 1 faw, ond. behold a white horſeig, and he 

that fat on him had a-bow-;. and. a crowns, was glen unto | 
im; 5 and be went forth conquering and toginguer (b) 
N 5 (a) Luke x. 12. „ ) Rev. vi. 22 BE 
ee 
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4 THE NAKED BOW OF GOD. 


God grant that the poor man may find grace in his 
fight, as he has delivered him from pouring contempt 


voice, and confuſe me in my preaching. 
when l was diſcourſing from this ſolemn paſſage, The re- 
Jiurrettimm ef the dead, and of eternal judgment (a), a perſon 


_- 


on his word and commandment; and receive an anſwer 
to that petition which is often put up in hypocriſy, 


namely, forgive bur enemies, a By and e 
- and turn their hearts. 


en ending that the Almighty bas diſplayed 


his judgments in ſo conſpicuous a manner upon them, 
yet they moſt awefully perſiſted in perſecuting us; in- 
fomuch that ſome who formerly encouraged them in 


their wickedneſs ſecretly, have been aſhamed; when 


In the morning they have beheld our nn meet - 


ing, and the road covered with bricks, ſtones, a 
old tin ware—which laſt article was uſed by ehis Te 
bellious band of rough myficians, in order to droun my 


. who ſtood atthe door to mock, make a riot, and diſturb 
the congregation, uttered this aweful expreſſion when 
I concluded, D—n the fellow, all that he has ſaid 
is lies !” and went his way. But not many days after, 
a8 he was riding in a fingle-horfe chaiſe, (he being 
much intoxicated with liquor), and driving furiouſly, 
he overthrew his carriage againſt ſome pieces of tim- 
ber, one of which his head pitched upon, and broke 

bro ugh his 


ths ae, , received. a a wound n ite 


1 O0 1! why am 11 Liodrank? * 
Py Mok. 15 2. 
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1 conſequence of this, he was confingd to his bed 


many days; and after being a little recovered, and 
his perſecuting ſpirit being ſomewhat checked, when- 
ever he. met me or my. wife, he always addreſſed us 


: civilly. 


Here God 3 to Logle, out the offending mem - 
| bers: 8 the mouth that had curſed, and the ear that had . 


heard, were diſtinctly puniſhed, which gave me ſome 


p room to hope, that he ſaw his error. However, the . 
| wounds which he had received 1 in this fall proved in- 


; curable ; his check in particular baffled the efforts 
of the moſt Kilful, laid him on a fick bed again, and 
finally in his grave. 1 ſhall forbear mentioning his 
name, nor ſhall Ldeſcend to any particular relative to 


. his death; chuſing rather to ſuppreſs them, as his 
_ widow, who lives in London, often attends my mi- 
niſtry, and i is, 1 am informed, '2 woman who my 5 


fears . 


This violent perſecution, which contin ſo many 85 
fl years, was partly owing to a woman, who formed > Os 


infamous and unlawful connection with 2 certain gen- 
tleman in the commiſſion of the peace, who reſided 
at ſome diſtance from Ditton. This Hireling lady com- 
plained to him about my preaching the Goſpel, it 
being {# offenſive to her ; and indeed it was no won- 


der, when her ks calling was ſo offenfive'to _ 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, No ſooner was this virtuous 


: complaint made, than attended to: - for there came a 


man to me, juſt as I was going into my pulpit, ac- 
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him, if need required, who defired me to produce my 
licence, and likewiſe the licence of the meeting; in- 
forming me at the ſame time, that he was authorized 
de make this inquiſition. After much threatening, I 
aſcended the pulpit, and preached from theſe words, 
| "And now, Lord, behold their threatenings ; and grant unto 
#by ſervants, that with all boldneſs they may ſpeak thy word, 
Stretching forth thine hand to heal ; and that Hens and 
wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jeſus (a). 
The next time that I preached, the perſon above- 
mentioned came again, and deſired to know my aus 
thority for preaching : I accordingly ſhewed him my 
licence; but the man of the houſe, where the meet- 
: ing was held, refuſed to ſhew the licence for the meet- 
ing: this cauſed much diſturbance, and a great many 
threats. Notwithſtanding this, I went up and prese. * 
ed from the following text, Have we not charged Jol, 
that you Jhould no more teach nor preach in 1 name; and 
Tehold you have filled Jeriſalem with. your doktrine, nd ow 
55 Jour inſend ts bring this man's blood upon us © ö 
Theſe troubleſome people came a third une mak 
ing the fame Kind of riot as before; upon which 3 
ich from this text, Aud daily i in the temple, and in 
every Lethe, „ they ceaſed nat 40 Jeach 1 80 10 . yg e 
"Chr it . 8 
At length we Sully Ka one part of the an 
fetvice, Which is offered vp by our perſecutors, an- 
Tiered and fulfilled in our behalf, namely, that 
Thoſe evils which the craft and! ſubtilty of the 
asi er man worketh againſt us were brought to 
_ WOE Ads iv, 29, 30. (i) Ack v. 28. (. Ace v. 42. 
Fs = Ns nought, 
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neſs they were diſperſed ;* that we his ſervants: being 


Hurt by no perſecutions, may evermore give thanks 5 
unto him in his holy church, through Jeſus Chriſt.” 


It is to be feared that thoſe gentlemen will be weak 
ap down in their own eyes, when they: appear before the 


5 Judge of quick and dead, having made themſelves 


on earth as traps to enſnare ſouls for Satan. And 
theſe women can fare no better, who have hired them 

ſelves out in the ſervice of ſin, the ah of which is 
no teſs than deal in ull its latitude (a). Is 


Since T'quitted my houſe at Ditton, the! woman 0 1 
er to has been delivered of a child, and afterwards 


deſerted by her Keeper. And another of thoſe mock- 
ers at che glorious Goſpel of the Son of God has been 


4 


found drowned in a pond: Providence frowning on 
his circumſtances, and he being involved in debt, have 
led people to ſuſpect that he was his own executioner. 


Another ring- leader of this unlawful hoſt has ſince 


Adoped with a ſum of money, not his own property, 

Jeaving' a wife and family to the mercy of an inhoſpĩ - 
le world. Several others too, who were the moſt 
unwearied in perſecuting us, ſeem to lead a moſt def- 


perate life of rebellion againſt God; and no wonder; 


for if the Goſpel be not a /avour of life unto life, it is @ 
favour of death” unto death (b). Therefore they that 
preach that Goſpel, are a ſecet ſavour uns God, _ 
2 en that are ſaved, and in them that periſh (c). 
When Tlefr the pariſh of Ewell, (mentioned in FY 


| former part of this treatiſe), there were two men wha. 
a) Rom. vi. 23. (6) 2 Cor. il. 16. 0 2 Cor. f. 15. 
| e . | | | : ; 7 had 
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6 Tur NAKED: BOW or G0. 
1 been very bitter enemies to the Goſpel which I 


had preached among them. One of theſe men fre- 


quently. aſſaulted me on the high road, made wry 
faces, or, as his inſolence termed it, looked me out of 


countenance, and uſed every effort to provoke me to 


anger. His wife frequently attended my miniſtry; 


13 rye] manner with a large ſtaff, and afterwards turned 
her out of doors naked on Ewell Common, and thus 
expoſed, her. to the rigour of a froſty night. In the 

Morning following he went in ſearch of her, and was 
under ſome apprehenſions that ſhe had _ 
through the ſeverity of the weather, At laſt he found | 
the poor ſuffering woman, who had taken ſhelter in a +4 
hovel, among ſome ſtraw, ſcarcely alive, where, in all 

Probability, had ſhe remained a little longer, the 

would have fallen a victim to his brutality. But an 


| Goſpel, thou + he mould vr 
| at 217 ET „ £5 1 Pe. CeO 8 2 2 85 7 ; 
N " inful 5 


which circumſtance gave him great offence, and for 
this he often beat and abuſed her. At one time in 


particular he took her out of bed, beat her in the moſt 


all: ſeeing God ſuffered him not long to reign : he was 
Foon after viſited with a long and 


0 nde 


95 Another man e A: great . 


8 : | R 
* 1 * 
* & 


ſevere'fir of illneſs, 

during which time he defired to fee me. 1 aceord- 

| ingly attended him once or twige from Ditton: he 

ſeemed much diſtreſſed, read and wept continually, 

but appeared very ignorant of the plan of ſalvation to 

— the laſt moment of his life.—Thus man giveth up the 
ghd, ond uber is le ( e ng n name was 
1 Sargant. 5 | 


* 


. 


8 ing inſtances of the goodneſs and mercy of God to 2 
mee and my little flock.” : Through all the threaten- 
ings, ſtonings, and fightings with which we were aſ- 
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Jnfule! us publicly, but circulated many dreadful falſe- i 


hoods, to make us and religion appear oontemptible. 


The holy ſcriptures, prayer, and every thing that is ſa- 


cered, he treated with deriſion: he affirmed that dur pray 


ing conſiſted in our crawling after a cat, in order to ſee 


Who could catch her firſt ; and this groſs abſurdity he 


declared was a truth; and that he himſelf had been E 


an eye - witneſs to the ceremony. The bent Bow of 
God; however, ſoon ſtopped: this rebel tongue; for 
| as he was one day driving (as it is termed) a ſtove of 
9 gun- powder, conſiſting of many barrels, the drying- 
houſe took fire within which communicated the flames 
cdj the ſieves of powder; all then immediately went 
up, levelled the building with the ground, and daſhed 


the poor ſeoffer at the · word of God and prayer into 
eternity in one moment, without ſo much as allowing 
"Him to call on his name.—His name was Gatten. 
We may truly ſay with David, How terrible art thou 
bn thy works, O Lord: through the greatneſs of thy bauer 
| Jo thine enemies ſubmit themſelves unto thee (a) og >, 
I ſhall reſt ſatisfied with Adducing the foftgo- | 


failed, God ſtill preſerved us. And ſurely, if it had 


> not been the Lord who was on our fide, when men roſe | 


up againſt us, then- they had fewalloved us up quick, when. 
Their worath-was kindled againſt us. Bleſſed be 1 hart 


who hath not given us a MY to their teeth (Y. 


be Phat, fri, 2. Ot Pal, cxxri. 9 „ {i 8 
| ga ; Thus, 


— 


4 
© Fe 


1 he! is a great way off, and defire:t 


W | poſer can conquer in this battle; the 
WW wiltever: keep, the field; | 
= great King ſhall find that hls arrows. are ſhanp (d). 
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0 o.others bo ſhall hereafter. be- 


" — <6 * . * 
17 ** W 
— mo 
$$ — 


8 5 es; ; 1 17 5 4 5 [Ng 20. 


—— 22 3 OG TER To BO > x TS, e's 5 »* I «Re : 3 5 
* 5 3 + * 4 d 3 9 a « Dove _ L 4 e pt r e V ORs 8 6 hg i 2 3 
| a * i : ST: — N a 2 33 . I 1 2 7 . L - 
— I — A 6 gp 4 W . J N — * FF „ > x4 n — = 
ku * 4 2 : e * n 3 ——7—rð⁵·d N A be Ro —— "RIO _ - — A. A 2, 2 — 
. 2 2 * MD? ** 8 — E , 1 8 
I - Y . rr re n . AE ab an ee tee * - 3 p n — — — 
. E 4 0 
. — — N. — 5 2 b 
7 A, Is — ITT — — s n 9 4 4 ” a * — 2 K G 
— — — * * „ 1 s —— oa 
4 a — = , . . . I 
* * 22 pe; a” Es Ms « 
8 3 233 . 


- (4) Pil. v. 12. (45 Pfalcexliv. 6. 0 Lake Kir. 31. 
BE Pl. v. 5 „ (e) Pſal. Ixiv. 7, 8, Do” 8 8 


THE END. 


15 9 Chriſtian wider; have: 1 briefly related how 
8 God bent his Bow, and made it ready (a), and how.be 
Mol out his-arrows, and deflroyed the prefecitors (0. II 
my reader is one of the number who can open his 55 

„ | Mouths, againſt the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, he had 
i |  betterfird6wn, firſt, and conſult with himſelf, whether 
be is able, hand joining! in hand, although to the num: 
{ Her of ten thouſand, to meet him that cometh againſt - 
* bim. with Menty thouſand. If he is not, he. had bets... 

r ſene an embaſſage of confeſſion and. prayer, while 


LK e conditions of Go 
* pel. e ED. Real religion 2 the cauſe of Gods. - 
| whoever: oppoſes it, God will defend i it. No op- 7 | 
od of armies 
and every enemy of oY: . 


9 : EE Per haps, reader, 3 thou art one who! are bappily FR ; 

| + = livered from this impious war, and made willing to c | 
"i 3 good ſoldier 6 Jefüs: if ſo, then rejoice, with . 
Plaus, and fay, hethath jbe ved forth all-long-ſufering-and 


lle 0 FR "vis 1 2 eres Ray But if. Wa art one of Cake.” ED 


1 r and ſhall declare the. __ 5 God; ts 2 "= . 
confider of his doings (e. 64 2 
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